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Jeanne Hyland - Golden Days
2021 NWS Annual Member Exhibition

STAYING POSITIVE & 2021
NWS EXHIBITIONS
DENISE WILLING-BOOHER

Solitude dominates our lives as artists. This
year the pandemic heightened our isolation,
providing more time to create. It has also
brought innovation and inspired changes in
how we work, teach and exhibit. NWS is
grateful that the NWS 2020 centennial
exhibitions were viewed by thousands around
the world through our virtual openings, online
galleries, and virtual exhibitions. Our NWS
monthly member Zoom meetings have given
us the luxury of face-to-face conversations
with members worldwide. Many of our
member artists’ workshops have transitioned
temporarily to online with the ability to reach a
larger audience. Some of these positives will

Ron Stocke - The Hat Shop
2021 NWS Annual Member Exhibition

be on display in the upcoming 2021
exhibitions.
The diverse and extraordinary 2021 NWS
Member Exhibition opens May 1, 2021, online.
Watch for details to come on our Live Virtual
Opening May 15 with Juror Mat Barber
Kennedy. He spent hours and hours going
through all of your unique paintings.
I asked the 2021 Member Exhibition and
International Open Exhibition jurors and award
judge for insight into why they are proud to be
an NWS juror and what they look for when
jurying the paintings. Their insightful
comments are below.
2021 NWS Member Exhibition Juror Mat
Barber Kennedy’s fascinating statement on
the exhibition and jurying process:

“The selection of this exhibition
was a harder task than I had
expected due to the number of
entries and the breadth and
quality of the work submitted. I
know, I know, jurors always say
that. But there were so many
excellent entries that I feel
certain ten jurors could have chosen ten
signiﬁcantly different selections, and each
would have made a strong exhibition.
Almost 1000 entries to consider and whittle
down to less than 100. My intention in curating
this exhibition was to present an inclusive
survey of representational and nonrepresentational work united by two consistent
criteria: sensitivity in the use of water-based
media and my recognition of excellence in
the construction of a 2-dimensional image. I
came to this task looking for strong paintings
rather than strong watercolorists. The
exhibition includes portraiture, the ﬁgure, still
life, landscape, imaginary, conceptual and
illustrative work reﬂecting the broad
fascinations and tastes of artists producing 2dimensional work today.”
The NWS International Open Exhibition Call
for Entry opens April 1, 2021. Enter your
masterpiece! Because of our Jurors, the Judge
of Awards, the Board of Directors, and
members’ safety, the exhibition will be online
only. We are looking forward to exhibitions in
the NWS Gallery when it is safe.
Insights from our esteemed 2021 NWS
101st International Open Exhibition Jurors
of Selection and the Judge of Awards!
Juror Ken Goldman, NWS
“It is a wonderful opportunity
to see nearly every type of
watercolor being done today
and especially since NWS
Open Exhibitions always
attract the best of the best.
In each particular work,
regardless of genre, I will be looking for
originality and expertise. I’m hoping to see a

really wide range of styles so the exhibition can
reﬂect as much diversity in technique and
approach as possible.”
Juror Donna Zagotta, NWS
“I’m excited to be a juror for NWS
this year because the quality of the
paintings in the NWS exhibits is
always among the very best
watercolors that can be seen today.
As a juror, I look for something
creative and imaginative – something
I haven't seen before – something
that surprises and delights me. And I want it all
expressed in a well put together and beautiful
design.”

Juror Bev Jozwiak, NWS
“As a juror, of course I look for
good composition and design,
love when a painting tells a
story, also a unique perspective
on the same old subject, but
more than anything what excites
me is when I can see that there
is a mastery of the medium. When that mastery
meets the heart, it is magic. I am excited and
honored to be chosen as a juror for the caliber
of ﬁne art entered at this level.”
Judge of Awards Ali
Cavanagh
“I’m honored to be chosen to
judge the awards for the 2021
IOE. The International Open
showcases the most diverse
and skilled collection of
contemporary watercolorists
working today. For me, there isn’t a speciﬁc
formula to ‘award-winning paintings’, but I will
say that the emotion of the work is usually ﬁrst
to catch my attention. I like to see unique
expression with the technical aspects of the
medium. I typically like work that is outside the
box and breaks the norms.”

Denise Willing-Booher
President, NWS
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Thank You!
NWS Volunteers
Volunteer Joseph Cibere NWS was a
tremendous help for the centennial. Many
thanks to volunteers Valli McDougle NWS and
Fran Wood, our dedicated proofreaders for
NWS publications. Thanks to Beatrice and
Tucker Trautman for all their professional
expertise and advice, which was invaluable.
Thanks to Ronald Malone for the production
assistance. Many thanks to past Presidents
Linda Doll NWS, Ken Goldman NWS, Mike
Bailey NWS, Katherine Chang Liu NWS for
their historical and societal help. Thanks to the
Hazan Family Foundation for their donation
through Ken and Stephanie Goldman's
support and all our generous sponsors and
donors. Thanks to you, our members, for your
participation and inspiration every day. Lastly,
thanks to the all-volunteer NWS Board of
Directors who put their brushes down to
promote and run the National Watercolor
Society. You make our mission,"encouraging
innovation in watermedia through education,
outreach, and exhibitions–the promotion of the
advancement of watermedia and the
inspiration of the next generation of
watermedia artists," possible. You have all
made a difference.

NWS Spotlight

Volunteer Extraordinaire

It is said that creative people have many areas
of expertise and that is true of Robin who is an
artist, illustrator, instructor, and author.
It takes dedication and a selﬂess commitment
to volunteer and NWS is profoundly grateful to
Robin for her support and contributions.
Thank you!

2021 NWS Calendar
April

1-May 14 International Open Exhibition
Entries Accepted

April 1

NWS ZOOM Meeting Exhibitions from a Juror’s
Perspective, Entering Using
CAFÉ, and Q & A

April 30

Newsletter Deadline

May 1-June 27 Members Exhibition ONLINE
May 15
11am (PST)

Members Exhibition Online
Virtual Opening

June 7

International Open Exhibition
Accepted List Posted

June 11

NWS ZOOM (TBD)

August 13

Newsletter Deadline

October 1

International Open Exhibition
Opens

October 7-9

Mary Whyte Workshop

October 15

Annual Business Meeting

October 16

International Open Exhibition
Virtual Opening

November 1

NWS Membership Renewal

November 5

Newsletter Deadline

December 11

International Open Exhibition
Closes

Please meet and thank Robin Makowski NWS.
When asked to assist in
the NWS Members
Exhibition, she
generously agreed.
Robin's extensive
knowledge of CaFé
(Call for Entry) and computer skills helped
numerous artists in the entry process.
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2021 NWS Exhibitions
BY JUDY SALTZMAN

ach year the National Watercolor Society
holds two (2) competitive exhibitions.
This year the Members Exhibition was
supported by our membership and the
competition was ﬁerce with 955 entries.
NWS is grateful to its members for their
commitment and incredible level of creativity. We
had no idea what to expect when we changed to
online only, doubled the awards to $10,000 cash,
and an artist could enter two paintings (only one
could be accepted). Perhaps a challenge for our
esteemed juror, Mat Barber Kennedy, who gave
every painting an equal and thorough viewing.
Ultimately, 95 paintings were chosen. You will be
delighted with the quality of the exhibition, which
opens online May 1st. The Virtual Reception is
scheduled for May 15th. Details will be
forthcoming regarding the reception and video.

E

The Exhibition Committee’s role during the entry
process is that of a facilitator. Entries are vetted to
conﬁrm that the artwork was properly cropped and
not rotated during uploading, resolution is high
quality, active membership status, not in previous
NWS Exhibition, and numerous other items. Our
goal is to make it easier and give every artist a
chance to submit, regardless of their computer
skills. Happy to lend a hand to fellow artists to
ease the process. If an issue is discovered during
the entry window, the artist is notiﬁed and given
time to correct the problem. If discovered after the
juror’s selection, the artwork will be withdrawn with
possible further actions taken. NWS hopes to offer
all artists an equal chance of acceptance into an
exhibition. To that end, it is essential to READ the
prospectus and note the dates of exhibitions. What
are the rules and conditions for showing your
artwork in another exhibition at the same time
(regardless of being online)? Keep in mind that the
NWS Members Exhibition runs May 1-June 27th,
2021.

will not be shipped.
Using CaFé to enter: In the entry process, there
will be a place for the Members Discount/Promo
Code, which will be on the NWS website in the
Members Only Section. It is vital that you enter the
code prior to the ﬁnal check out to receive the $25
discount. Below is what you should see on CaFé.
Since there are no refunds, if you have any
questions please contact me in advance. As you
can guess, during the last few days there is a
surge of entries. As a longtime sailor, I know that
stuff happens. Some sound advice - enter early to
safeguard your entry is correct. We do not want
your masterpiece to be left behind.
NWS has always been about its members and the
artwork. We could use additional aid to help fellow
artists during the entry process. If you would like to
participate, please contact us.
We continue to adapt, move forward, and create
art in these unprecedented times. Thank you for
your continued support!
Till next time… Stay well!
Judy Saltzman NWS Exhibition Director
NWSExhibition@gmail.com

The 2021 NWS 101st International Open
Exhibition entry will begin April 1st and this year’s
Jurors of Selection are Ken Goldman,
Bev Jozwiak and Donna Zagotta. These three
Jurors, who were voted on by the NWS Signature
Members, will also evaluate the artwork submitted
for review to achieve Signature status. The health
of our Jurors of Selection, NWS Members and
volunteers is imperative and therefore, this
exhibition will be online only. Accepted artwork
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84040237428

NATIONAL WATERCOLOR SOCIETY
2021 NWS Member Exhibition
Virtual Exhibition Dates:
May 1, 2021 - June 27, 2021
Please Join Us at the
Virtual Opening
May 15, 2021
11am (Paciﬁc Standard Time)
Online Exhibition Gallery
www.NWSExhibition.com

2021 NWS Member Exhibition

VIDEO NWS Stream on YouTube
www.youtube.com/NWSStream
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NWS Membership
BY DIANE CHENCHARICK

A

re you getting all the emails we send
from NWS?

Email is the primary way we
communicate with our members and we
don't want you to miss a thing! Now is a
great time to check your NWS Proﬁle page
and make sure your information is completely
up-to-date.

Dear Artist,
Congratulations! Your
painting was juried in...

Please take the time to LOG IN and look at
two speciﬁc areas:
NWS Website (Log in, upper right)
www.nationalwatercolorsociety.org

“OPT-IN”
To Receive
NWS Emails

1) Check your email address listed under
CONTACT DETAILS.
We know that many members use multiple
email addresses. And sometimes, emails that
are no longer in use may still be posted in your
Proﬁle. Do you have your current and
preferred email listed here? If not, please click
EDIT and update.
2) Have you OPTED-IN to receive emails in
your EMAIL SETTINGS?
Click on EMAIL SETTINGS AND LOG IN in
the top navigation bar. Email Preferences will
be the ﬁrst thing that shows up. Click EDIT,
check the OPT-IN box and then SAVE. Now
you'll be sure to receive all the information
you need about upcoming shows, events and
educational opportunities from NWS.
Doing these two simple things will help us
out a lot. We greatly value our members and
want to make sure you get the most from
your NWS membership.

Opt-in Status: Undeﬁned

Missing NWS
Information?

Opted in

Thanks!

Receiving All
NWS Info

Diane Chencharick
NWS Membership Director
nws4membership@gmail.com
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What Makes An Award Winner?
COMPILED BY LORRAINE WATRY

L

et’s face it, besides getting our
paintings juried into an exhibition, we
all hope for an award. So I asked Ali
Cavanaugh, the
awards juror for the
2021 NWS 101st
International Open
Exhibition, if she
could give some
insight into what
makes an award
worthy painting.

Meet Ali Cavanaugh,
this year’s Awards
Juror for the 2021 NWS International Open
Exhibition.
Ali Cavanaugh is the author of Modern Fresco
Paintings. Her work has been featured on
book and magazine covers and in countless
internet features such as My Modern Met,
Hufﬁngton Post, Fine Art Connoisseur, and
Artsy. Numerous print publications have
featured her paintings including The New York
Times Magazine, American Art Collector,
American Artist, and Watercolor Artist. She has
painted portraits for TIME magazine and The
New York Times. Her work is featured in
private and corporate collections throughout
North America, Europe, Asia and Australia.
How is judging for awards different than
judging for acceptance in an exhibition?
“Judging for awards is a much different
experience than jurying for acceptance into a
show. When jurying for acceptance, I'm
looking for a cohesive body of work. When a
certain theme is the catalyst for a show, I'm
looking for paintings that play well together as
they are centered on that theme, but in this
type of show the work is conceptually and
culturally diverse. For the International Open,
I'm looking for the highest level of
professionalism in the work.”
What do you look for when judging for
awards? What differentiates the award

winners? “I will be looking for the highest level
of excellence when judging for awards.
I'll look for things like strong composition, a
unique artistic voice or style, and mastery of
media and material. I feel that artistic
expression that appeals to emotion is key to
work that stands out from the rest.”
How does an award-winning painting affect
you? “An award-winning painting contains
greatness on multiple levels. It is technically
superior in the application of the media, but it
also appeals to a universal emotion.”
Does a juror bring some of his/her own
biases to the judging process in your
opinion? “Absolutely. I am an expressionist in
my own work. I have always gravitated to work
that evokes feeling. There is a visceral reaction
to great art and it's something that cannot be
put into words. We know it when we see it and
it has a lasting effect on us.”
How is judging the NWS International Open
Exhibition different from other shows? “This
show stands out as one of the most
distinguished watercolor exhibitions in the
world. NWS has a 100 year legacy. The IOE
showcases the best of the best in the world.”
What are three to ﬁve tips an artist should
keep in mind when choosing a painting to
enter the IOE?
1. Excellence in technique
2. Compelling emotion
3. Strong composition
Can you share a little about your philosophy
as an artist and your artwork? How did you
get where you are today?
“I'm an expressionist in my own work. A
commonality in expressionism is to present the
world solely from a subjective perspective.
Emphasizing certain aspects in my paintings
gives an emotional effect that evokes mood. I
put equal value on technical mastery. I have a
deep respect for artists who have pushed their
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What Makes An Award Winner?
Continued from page 7

craft to the highest level of proﬁciency.
It took years of practice, painting hundreds of
paintings, for me to master watercolor. I
always wanted to do something a little different
in my work, so I sought out alternative
watercolor surfaces. I pushed and challenged
myself to create watercolors that could stand
up, side by side, to oil paintings. I’m fortunate
to have had good gallery representation that
placed my work in hundreds of collections over
the years. Social media has played a huge role
in building relationships and followers that
further support my work. Currently I am putting
my focus on Patreon, which is a platform that
facilitates patronage of artists. It’s given me
complete freedom to explore and create the
work that I want to create without the pressure
of sales.”

Have you Subscribed to the
NWS YouTube Channel?
Did you know you can
see NWS exhibitions
(past and present) on
YouTube?
Our YouTube
subscribers are
growing. Help us get
the word out. Share
NWS exhibition videos
on your social media.
Subscribe and Like our
videos so that other
watercolor artists and
art collectors around
the world will see NWS
exhibition videos.
Go to NWS Stream on
YouTube and
Subscribe now!

CALL
FOR
ENTRY!

2021 NWS 101st International
Open Exhibition
ONLINE Exhibition
Neglected by Frederick Graﬀ
2020 NWS International Open Exhibition

Open for Entries Starting
April 1st, 2021
LINK TO PROSPECTUS

AWARDS: $40,000+
Cash & Merchandise
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Unconscious Sentiment by Su Kown
2020 NWS International Open Exhibition

NEW NWS ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
January 17, 2021 - March 12, 2021
Marialana Albani
Diana Aurigemma
Yinghao Bao
Randall Bennett
John Blanchard
Jenny Bleackley
Gary Brooks
Tanvi Buch
Joan Captian
Gustavo Castillo
Cheong Chee Yeng
Haibo Chen
Xiaoxia Chen
Steven Clevenger
Larry Day
Carlos Delgado
Guanping Deng
John Dougan
Sara Drescher
LuAnn Dunkinson
Margaret Dwyer
Robin Fritz
Gretchen Gackstatter
Orville Gigviento
Margie Hammerschmidt
Brian Hartmann
Barb Hastings
Patricia Helmick
Alya Jawaid
Chang Jin
Lisa Kasson
Nasima Kahn
Daniel Kilgore
Yuliia Kolesnytska
Frank Koran
Jin Jie Kuo
Kevin Ladesic
Carmen Lagos
Lei Leng
Hepling Li
Peizhen Li
Shenyu Lu

NC
WA
China
KS
NM
FL
OH
CA
CA
FL
Singapore
China
China
IL
CO
Spain
China
CA
TX
TX
NH
IN
MO
CO
KS
WI
MD
WV
MN
China
CT
CA
CA
CA
NY
Taiwan
WI
FL
China
China
China
China

Zhenzhong Lu
Fubao Ma
Tracy Machado
Randy Maxwell
Alva McNeal
Margueritte Meier
Xingyuan Miao
Li Nan
Francoise Oliver
Yi Pan
Fabang Pei
Lori Pollack
Renée Popovits
Barbara Powderly
Andrea Priddy
Lu Qin
Diane Renchler
Kathy Rennell Forbes
Erik Richman
Laura Robinson
Eugene Rodriguez
Tina Schmidt
Minghao Shi
David Smith
Liwen Song
Conny Spann
Ginny Stevens
Dawn Thomas
Sue Steele Thomas
Terri Thompson
Sandy Trautwein
Stephanie Van de
Wetering
Elaine Verstraete
Anil Vinayakan
Yimeng Wang
Weiwen Wang
Pam Wenger
Linda Whynman
Jeff Williams
Voon Wang
Amy Woods

China
China
AZ
GA
CA
CO
China
China
CO
China
China
CA
IL
VA
SC
China
HI
GA
CA
FL
CA
CA
China
WA
Singapore
WA
OR
MO
VA
NY
CA
CA
NY
KY
China
China
PA
TX
OK
SD
MO
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Shufang Wu
Sih Shian Wu
Xichen Wi
Yin Yin
Zhihong Ying
Yanqi Zhai
Jinsong Zhang
Li Zhang
Shihua Zhang
Xu Zhang
Zhou Zhou
Lin Zhu
Ming Zhu
Xiaolin Zhu

China
Taiwan
China
China
China
China
China
China
China
China
China
China
China
China

Heritage Lesson by Setsuko Ohara
2020 NWS International Open Exhibition

Tidal Surge by Carol Pickle
2020 NWS International Open Exhibition

In Memoriam
Norman Kirk, NWS (February 20, 1924 - January 15, 2021)
“He studied and pursued art his entire life, though interrupted by
WWII where he fought in the Philippines. He took his discharge from
the Army in California and stayed. He lived and worked in the Los
Angeles area before moving to Ventura County in the late '70s
where he taught watercolour painting at Ventura College.
Norm Kirk, NWS Signature
(Ventura County Star, 2021)

Norm exhibited his work all over the country and had his last public
showing at the Ojai Art Center in October of 2019.
For those fortunate enough to have a Norm Kirk original, cherish it,
for it is a little piece of his heart and soul still with us.”

NWS: The First 100 Years with the Hilbert Museum of California Art

Half and Half by Donna Watson

The Bishop by Paula Fiebich
A Touch of Red by Ken Goldman

No Overhead Casting by Ronald Miller
The Ponte Vecchio by Gerald Brommer

Winter Fun by Linda Doll
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NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES
We are proud that our members receive so many
accolades; however, we are limited in what can be
included.

Stephanie Goldman, NWS Signature,
received Best Of Show at the 12th Annual
Signature American International Watermedia
Exhibition, World of Watercolor. Her painting
titled “Ode To Dirac-Between Ecstacy And
Fear” can be viewed at the Fallbrook Art
Center until April 11, 2021.
Jennifer Sowders, NWS Associate Member,
was awarded a “Bryn Du Art Show Award for
watercolor on Yupo” for her painting titled
“West Hills Nature Preserve”, in the nationally
juried show at the Bryn Du Mansion.
Francesco Fontana, NWS Associate Member,
“Breakfast in America” was awarded Bronze
Medal of Honor at American Watercolor
Society's 154th International Exhibition 2021.
The exhibition is due to open April 12, 2021.

2020 NWS 100th International Open
Exhibition
Catalog
Beautifully
printed in full
color. Available
for purchase,
along with
catalogs from
some of the
other NWS past
shows, at this
link:
NWS STORE

WE PRINT the following for Signature and Associate
members:
Ÿ Awards (only from national or international exhibits
open to all artists. No “members only” shows.)
Indicate the award[s] you received.
Ÿ Recent publications that include your work
Ÿ Special honors (i.e. signature membership to
national art groups; serving as juror; having work
added to permanent collections, etc.)
Ÿ Inclusion in invitational, solo or two-artist
exhibitions
WE DO NOT PRINT:
Ÿ Your workshops or websites
Ÿ Your inclusion into exhibits (unless you get an
award and your painting is in an exhibit open
nationally to all artists)
Ÿ Items more than 6 months old
Submitted material will be edited if it does not
conform to the above criteria OR in order to ﬁt space
available.
REQUIREMENTS:
Ÿ Indicate your member status (signature or
associate)
Ÿ ACCOLADES - Submit your information
PROPERLY FORMATTED and in the 3rd person.
Use the Accolades section in this newsletter as a
guide. Be speciﬁc about titles and dates.
Ÿ ARTICLES will be reviewed for content and
relevancy. NWS reserves the right to accept or
reject articles and to edit the contents to ﬁt.
Ÿ IN MEMORIAM: NWS will publish one submitted
photo, space permitting.
Ÿ CALL FOR ENTRIES submitted and applicable to
NWS will be posted on our website
Ÿ WE REQUIRE A PERSONAL SUMMARY OF YOUR
ACHIEVEMENTS. A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
WILL NOT BE GLEANED FOR CONTENT.
2021 DEADLINES: January 15th, March 12th, April
30th, August 13th, November 5th
ONLINE PREFERRED NWSnewsletter@gmail.com
(Indicate “NWS Newsletter” in subject line, or it may
be missed.)
MAIL-IN - NWS Newsletter Editor, 915 S. Paciﬁc Avenue, San
Pedro, CA 90730-3201
Lorraine Watry
NWS Newsletter Director
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